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| Advertiſement. 


Reader, I hive here performed my Promiſe 
made in my former Sermon. And as my Deſire 
and Deſign in printing That was principally 
for the Uſe and 5 of true, but * 
Believers; ſow bee tre 6 ay Def 

liſbin 1s, 1s (if the Lor :) 
| arr * Perſons, = Fer it _ come, 
to a real Concern about a perſonal Faith 
in Chriſt, in order to — 0Wn Saluation 


| 9 him. 
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Loox E xvii. ver. 19th. 


Thy Feich hath. nb thee dals 
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HESE Words were ſpoken by 
our Saviour, to one of the ten 
Lepers he had cleanſed, of whom 
we read yer. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
There were ten diſcaſed of the 
Leproſy, who all united their 
Voices in petitiofiing for a Cure, and they had 
their Joint-requeſt anſivered : For when our 
Lord faw them ( we read yer. 14, 15.) he had 
a 2 Mercy 
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As ſaving Faith in Crit 


Mercy on them, and ſaid * them, Go ſpew. 


Hourſelves to the Prieſts, tor They were to be 


Judges whether a Leper was healed or not. But 


of theſe ten there was only one, who was affected 


with this great Mercy, and he was a Stranger, 


ſo call'd, becauſe he was a Samaritan, and not 


one of the Jewiſh Nation. Our Saviour 
highly commended him, ſay ing in ver. 18. There 
are not found that returned to give G * to God, 


ſave this Stranger. 


He was now become an humble Penitent 
for he fell on his Face at Jeſus's Feet, and was 
thankful; for with a loud Voice he glorified 
God, and gave Chriſt Thanks. And he was 
alſo in the Exerciſe of Faith, and therefore 
our Saviour faid to him in the Words before us, 


Go thy Way, thy Faith hn made thee whole. 


In which Words, without any further Preface, 
we may obſerye Three Things: 


As Firſt, The Cure of this Stranger, or S- 
maritan, of a loathſome or difficult Diſtemper 
to heal, or cleanſe, viz. the Leproſy. 


Secondly, The Means thereof, and that was 
Faith. Chrif was the efficient Cauſe, but 
Faith was the inſtrumental Cauſe of this great 
Cure. And, Thirdly, 


' 


muſt be perſonal. $5 
. Thirdly, We may here further obſerye whoſe 
Faith it was that was concerned therein, and 
that was his own, and not another's. | 
Faith, ſaid our Lord to him, . hath made thee 


In my following Diſcourſe on theſe Words, 
I ſhall firſt ſhew what this Faith of the 
Leper was, Which is here faid to make him 
whole. n DIL] 


Secondly, Why our Saviour call'd this his 
Faith. 1. | 


Thirdly,” I ſhall ſhew you from Chriſt's ſaying 
tos the Leper, T hy Faith hath made thee whole, 
that every one who will be healed and faved 
by Chriſt, muſt have a Faith of their own in 


him. 0 


And Laſtly, Make ſome Remarks on what 
ſhall have been faid. 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew you what this 
Faith of the Leper's was, which is here ſaid 
to cure him: That this Stranger now had 
Faith, we are here aſſured by our Saviour, 
but what his Faith was, and how he came by 
A3 I it, 


«<2 


Ve read of) than the reſt did, for they 
to him under the Notion of Jeſus and Maſter, 
ver. 13. which they might have | 
learned, from others =O call'd him fo. © wh | 


| 6 IE 4 1 faut fais is cin 


it, we are not here told. We read of 50 prior 
Diſcourſe our Saviour had with him, to reveal 


Himſelf to him, as the true Me Mob, ial 8 
the e his Faith. 50 . 


[A 
Weg 


He no more knw Chrift this Way ( Fe 
all ſpake 


heard, and 


We kabs nnthing in this Story to — us 
that this Leper look. d upon Chriſt as Goa, "ot 


that his Faith had got 10 high as to believe him 
to be the true Meſſiah; what is ſaid of him in 
asking a Cure, is ſaid of the reſt of them, for 


they all lifted up their Voices and iid; aft; 
Maſter, bave 2 on ug. The Faith of them 
all in this Action appears to be the ſame, namely, 


that Chrift was a great Prophet which God had 


raiſed up in the World, and that he was en⸗ 
dowed with great Power from Him to do Wots 
ders, and heal all Manner of Diſeaſes. But tho 


bis Faith now appeared to be no more at == 


than a Perſwaſion, that the Works Chriſt d 
were done not by a magical Art, or Gabel 
Power, as the Pha#iſees thought and faid; but 
by the Power of un who ſent him. Vet from 
| i C * | 
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Chris ealling, of it Faith, wn commendg of 
it as ſuch, wie ſee it was to kim, rg he 
cheriſhed it, and praiſed it, and we may obſerve, | 
it work d by Love and Praiſe, for he glorified | 


God, and er Thanks wn 


fall A's tikbn 0 Neale of by | 
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Faith ( Gith the ale Dr. Collits on theſe 
Words) maſt be judged of according to the 
Revelations Perſons have, and to the Circum-' 
ſtances they are in, and the Difficulti 4% 
or may encounter with; and that ith: Which 
has but a little Li ght, and pits. maintained 
againſt great Oppoſition, is a Faith, 
tho” it be /iffle in itſelf, yet it i 2 with 
reſpect to the Circunſiance 2 ors that 
believeth. : > 


This was the Faith- the Leper now had, 
which our Lord encouraged and praiſed, and 


from this it appears, that his Mind wes now in 


jome 


25 the Faith he had, from the little Light he had, 
did bear good. Fruit. i in a ſhort Time ; And by, 


8s An ſaving Faith, iy, t 


iome Meaſure cured, as well as, his Bodyz for 


this he was diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt that 


4 


were cured with him. ori hed - 


- 


- His little Faith Was 'an ted Principle in his 


| Soul, and , Chriſt ſeeing it to he ſo, might 
help it forward, as —. be did, by ſome 


ſecret Impreſſion u upon his Midd, which the 


others had not. He encouraged and commended 


him, ſaying, Go thy N. ay, 1 Faith hath —. 
hee whole. | ; 


But a much ſhall: ſuffice for the firſt Head, 
to ſhew vou what the Leper's Faith wa 
which he was cured. It was a true 


Pane 


tho' in itſelf ſmall, for it was an active Princi- 


"=; in his Soul, which woe ſorth good 


ruit. 


I ſhall now proceed, Secondly, to Ai 
Ws our Saviour call'd this Faith ths 5 
Faith hath made thee whole. 


Had this Leper Faith by himſelf a | 


none elſe had; which made our ions call it; 
his ? St. Paul tells us, EPR. iv. ver. 5. That 
there 


2222 


1 
* \ 
1 * 
0 4 ** — 0 0 
N be ber © SI 7 
4 1 £3 ö I 6 
is — - — — Ss : 3 A + 


there is but Oue Faith, how then could this 

Faith be ſaid to be his more than another gr 
Here it muſt be obſer ved, that in regard of the 
Object Faith lays hold on for Healing and Life, 


there is but One Faith; for every one that will 


4 1 
= 


Ine 


* 

* 
© 

* 
— - F 


' 


be healed and laved, maſt 


Ariſt.only. 
48 Mediator. +. +2 r we ee > | 


Ay 


There is but one Ch#4ſt for all to believe in, 
and thus the Leper's Faith, Was angther's as 
well as his own, even theirs that were cured 
with him, they all applied to him for Cleanſing, 
and the ſame Hand healed the one, as well as 
the other. And thus it is with reſpect to eternal 
Liſe and Salvation; Chriſt as Mediator is held 


forth and offered in the Goſpel for us all to 


believe in, to Him we muſt apply ourſelves for 

the Pardon of our Sins, and Acceptance with 

Sod as the Way, and the Truth, and the 
"|" AE: | 11 64 


As all theſe Lepers went only to him for cure 
of their bodily Diſeaſes; ſo we muſt go to the 
ſame Chriſt, as the great Appointment of the 
Father, for the healing of our ſpiritual Maladies, 
in whom alone there is Salvation for us, and we 
may all go to him, one as well as another; for 
the Goſpel is preached to eyery LON 
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. ſaving Faith in ch 
Chiift- has aſſured us, Jann vi. ver. 3 


He that cometh to him Cas He GAS FO 
mn no wiſe eat bim ot. ns - 
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But tho' Faith 'be Sd one in 


Principle wrought in his own Soul; (as this 
Leper had) to make 2 4 particular Ap icatiorf 
of Chf unto himſelf, There is (Si) no 
Salvation by a common Faith, tho? Chriſt 
our common Lord, yet every one muſt believe 


that believe with others, that Chriſt died for 


bring them to God. This we muſt all believe, 
as it is revealed to us in the Goſpel, 


with this Belief, I muſt have a Faith to appropri- 
7808 and apply him to myſelf, as my Saviour and 
ord, 


In this gent, here the Leper' 8 Faith f is card 
his own, for as much as it was not another's 
but his own Faith in Chriſt that cured him; 
tho? all Chriſtians have one and the ſame Faith; 


in reſpect of the Objects, and alfo the Quality 


7.” Thi; 


the Object. Chriſt, as Mediator, yet me of 
the Subject wherein it reſides, every one muſt 
have his own Faith, that is, he muſt have this 


be 1 
in him for Salvation; tis not ſiMicient ſor me 
Sinners, the juſt for the unjaft, that he mighe 


and therein 
confirmed to us by credible Witneſſes; bur 
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Ne 


u be perſona. 


OY 


of it, yet Every. one of them have Trey = 


have ) 2 egal and individual Faith of their - 
own, whereby each Perſon” believes and truſts 
in Chriſt for his or herſelf. | x 


And tus our pen wide cat me Loon 
Faith his, to diftingaiſh it from a common 
Faith. The Faith, which this Leper had, was 
of another Kind than the Faith of the Phariſees: 
They were 'Boafters, but not true Be- 
nerds and r Saviour here diſtingulſhes 
his Faith from S it being (as was TOY 
above) an active Principle in his Soul; 
thus the Faith of true Chriſtians may be "Mae: 
be theiys, it being diflerent from he Faith 8 
Multitudes in its Nature, Operation and Fruit» 
fulnefs, As the Faith of this Leper thus 
differs from that of the Phariſees, and of them 
who were .cured with him, 10 does the Faith 
of true Chriſtians differ from the common Faith, 


or the Faith which Perſons in common pret ted 


to. 


All Faith is not of the n Kind, > that 
a Perſon may in ſome Senſe be a Believer and 


yet not a true Believer, we read in Luke viii. 


ver. 13. of ſome, who heard the Mord, and 
recerved it with Iq, and for a while they 
belie ved, 
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5 WW Javing, Faith in Crit 


believed, but in a Ne . Temptation or 
Trial, they fell away. And we read of the 
Faith of Simon Magus, as well as of Simon 
Peter, tho the Faith of of the latter was eclips d 
for ſome time by his denying the Lord Feſus, 
- thro' Fear and Self- Confidehce at firſt; yet 


he was recovered again Th Wee - Lor 


kx ũ. K 62. = ORE | i 41 4 

Er anht r 

But the Faith of 3 us, Was not a 
1 Faith, for his Heart was not 

night with God, tho' he profeſs d to belieye 

as others did, yet he was a Captive to Satan 


and his Luſts: For we read, ACTS viii. ver. 23; 
'That he was in the Gal/ of Bitterneſs, and the 
Bond of Iniquity, and ſo he was not ſincere in 
his Pretenſ ons to Religion, 

laid alſo, JAMES ii. 19. to believe and tremble, 
Doſt thou" believe there is a God. ( faith the 
Apoſtle ) thou doeſt well; the. Devils ay believe 
and tremble. He that believes there 

and that his Word is true, does well in ſo doing; 
and thus far he may be faid to have a true 
Faith, becauſe he believes what is true. And 
thus far the Devils may be ſaid to be true 
Believers, but they ſtill remain Devils and 


Enemies to God, tho' they tremble for fear of 


80 8 


his vn. 


The Devils are. 


a God, 
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And ſo it does not a 8 Chriſt to a Man's 


thing of Won for peer . = wy 


reer wn (D we uw ym Ob <0 2 & = 25 


du be perſausm. 1 


80 the Faith of Perſons which, goes no 
further, is not à ſaving Faith, or a Faith that 
will inne in the Salvation of the Souls as the * 
true Chriſtian Faith will do! The Devils and 
reprobate Perſons, may believe the Trutir of 
the Holy Scriptures, and what is therein declared 
of the Birth, Liſe, and Death, and Suffering of 
Chriſt for Sianers, and he that believes the Truth | 
of this Hiſtory, alſo does well, and is ſo far a 
true Believer; - beeauſe what he thus believes 
is true, but this Faith is not ſaving, becauſe it 
is not a living Principle in his Heart,” witn 
which a Man is faid to believe unto Rights | 


ouſneſs: Ro. x. 10. 
/ 


ſelf, as his Saviour and Lord. He (Sirs) believes 
well and to the Advantage of his/Soul, (where 

the Goſpel is) who not only believes that 
Chri(t liv'd and died here for Sinners, but lays' + 
hold upon him (as the Heirs of Salvation are 
aid to do, Hes. vi. 18. As the Hope ſet 
before them there) and applies his Rightcouſneſs 


to himſelf, renouncing all Confidence in any 


God, . 
"Bd This 


r 
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J This is the true Chriſtians Faith, and thon 8 
that haſt this Faith which purifies both the I Ho 
4 Heart and Life, this Certificate given by ous. C 

4 Saviour art — this 2 Coty oy and thankiul 

thy Faith bath mad thee whole. 


1 | 1 shall now proceed to the thid thu 
* propoſed to be conſider d, and that was from 
1 Chriſt's ſaying to this Leper, Thy. Faith hau 
made thee whole, to ſne and prove to you 
that every one, who will be healed and ſayed 
Nun an un a Faith io hie of 16 


* ay 


t | It was the Leper's Faith (you! 800 and Hot 
1 — that cured him, and if we would ” | 
healed and — Sins and the Wrath 
to come, we muſt believe in Chriſt ourſelves, 
and for ourſelves, as the Goſpel requires. A 
another Man's eating and drinking what is 


il, good, will not nouriſh us, unleſs: we 

15 — of it ourſelves, ſo the e Faith of - anos 
1 ther will not avail us as to our own Sal- th. 
5 vation hereafter, unleſs we haye a Faith 

bl our own. 

7 . | | | no 
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mut be fenſna. 13 

Such Perſons as want the Graces of the 
Holy Spirit, as Faith, and Love, &c. when 
Chrst ſhall appear, ſhall be ſhut out and eter- 
nally rejected, as the fooliſh Virgins were. It 
muſt be acknowledged that many have fared 
the better ſor the Faith of others. The Cen- 
turion's Servant was healed. of his Sickneſs for 
the ſake of his Maſter, who believed, Marr. 


vii. 12. 


The Faith of pious and godly Perſons, has 
and may fave others from temporal Calamities 
and Judgment, but it muſt be our own Faith 
in Chrift as Mediator, as revealed in the Goſpel, 
that muſt ſave us from eternal Vengeance. 
Bird may as ſoon fly with the Wings of another, 
as our Souls mount up to Hcaven by the Wit 
(if I may fo phraſe it) of another's Faith: It 
is true Faith, and thy Faith in Chriſt, O Man, 
that muſt juſtify and cure thee ; Thy Faith 
muſt be true, with the Faith of _ others, 
who believe in Chriſt as the Goſpel e 
| quires, but remember it muſt be inherent in 
x thy Soul. . r 


5 As we cannot ſee with another Man's Eyes, 
nor walk with his Legs, nor talk with his 
Tongue, but we muſt fee with our own * 


= 16 1 ſaving Faith * 

£5 walk upon our own Legs, and ſpes Clint our 
on TIE So we cannot be faved' by 
_ another's Faith, but by à Faith of our own, 
F. ITY by the Wold arid: ay 
8 * ; : Fra 9. et 
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. may Ns to God bor t us, 25 . 
the Promiſes of God for us, but it is we mut 
believe for ourſelves, if we would be pardoned 
4. and ſaved at laſt, It is true we read in JaMpgs 
..- v. ver. 16. That the Prayer of Faith: £8 
6 ſaue the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe Bi 
Ft and if he has committed Sins, that were t 
4 Cauſe of that Sickneſs, they ſball be forgiden 
b; bim Bat this does not overthrow what I am 
I now upon, vis. That every one who will be 
1 pardoned and faved; muſt have a Faith oft his 
[WY own, for the Text, bat now mentioned,” 
* of the Health of the Bod , and the Faith there 
ſpoken of, join'd with rayer, was a Faith of 
Miracles, Which was to be both an the Elders, 
and the perſon who was to be ſayed, or reco· 
vered from his Sickneſs. 99 28 DN Ir 
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J ; The Prayers of the Faithſul may prevail 
1 with God for temporal Mercies ſor others, and 


alſo to give them Repentance and Faith, but it N 


is s not their Faith, but their Repentance for — mi 


muſt bo perſona. 


17 i 
ag in dit cha FOO an 
wrought in them hy the Holy. N that that 
faves them from the Wrath to., co: N in- 
deed read, Marx. ix. ver, 2. That Jeſus ſeeing 
their Faith, who brought to him 4 Man fick 
of the Pally,” ſaid unto; him, Sox: be of good: 
Cheer, thy Sins ars forgiven iber. But as our 
Saviour did this to confirm their Perſwaſion 
of his Power, and alſo Confidence in his Good- 
neſs, that he could and would heal this Man of 
his Diſtemper, ſo Pardon being join d with it, 
ſhews that the Man had Faith in his Heart aa 
well as they: And our Lord further taught 
them by this, and us with them, by recording 
of it, that as Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
go together, ſo does Pardon and the Exerciſe of 
Faith in Chriſt, wha = his ood for the 
3 of Sins. 


Nou that ev Perſon that will be pardoned 
and ſaved, muſt have a Faith of his own. in 
Chrift, will (I think) appear to be à great 
Truth, if we an Tore en 

Arguments. | 


| As Firſt, Every individual Perſon flads, in 
- Need of Chriſt 87 himſelf, and thereſore, he 


| muſt believe i in Chriſt tor hinnſelſ: As all have 
| B ſinned 
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but tho” they. know it not, as Toms have 


of Faith, that is, it is laid hold on and a 


becauſe every one of us being Sinners” want 


— 


7 194 4 ang Bub be mn 
ined and come ſhort: of the 


ouſneſs, counted all 


— — 


hey ſtand in great Need of being juſtified freely. 
by his Grace thro' the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; 43s it is expteſs d, Rox. iii. 235 24. 
There are but few indeed comparatively, 
that are ſenſible of this their N 


| ” 


and do yet, this great Want lies upon 
and it Sage be FARE Sy & o . in 


F a 
CO: 75560 n 


A he blieve As we a 4 Kore, litre 
are juſtified from all T hings, from which Fa 


could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes! . And: 
the Righteouſneſs ( we read 0 in Rom: ix. by 


which Sinners are juſtified, ' is the Rightemuſneſß 
applied 


by Faith, as well as revealed in the 
which is the Righteouſheſs of Chriſt. And 


this Righteouſneſs to juſtify us before the Bar 
of an Holy God; and this is only apprehended 
by Faith; we muſt all have Faith to be inter- 
elle therein. St. Paul, who ſaw his great Need 


of it, notwithſtanding his Phariſ⸗ ſaical Righte- 
Thing: but Drofs, that he 


might be found in Chriſt, or having on his own 


— which was "aſter, the Law, cha 
that 
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that which is thro', the Faith of Chriſt, 2 


mg which bs * Sa 2 F PRI T. 
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Every Sinner » RR wc Ri nbd, (a 
was faid above) and that he may haye it, 
and be ſound in it, he muſt hg Faith in 
hind for it is a enen aro: on A 
of him. Wye mY . 


This leads me to a "ſecond. 2 — 


the Proof of this Propoſition, that every one 


who will be pardoned and ſaved, muſt have 3 
Faith of his own, and that is the general and. 
expreſs Declaration of God in the Holy 


Scriptures. We read there, That he that be- 


lieves ſhall be ſaved, but he that believes. not, 


ſcall be damned, Ma Rk xvi. 16. This is the | 
plain and expreſs Declaration of God in.. the 


Goſpel, he does not there ſay, that if another 
believes for me 1 ſhall be — and that if 
another does not believe for me, I. ſhall be 
damned, but what he ſays is, That, he that 
believes ſhall be ſaved, and be that tele ves , 
muſt and, ſhall dmmac 5 | 


This (Sirs) i js. the Deli in the Golpel, 


which beyond all Diſpute proves, that we muſt 
B 2 believe 


20 P71 ſaving Tait is chi 


_=—_— believe in Chriſt for ourſelves, if we would: be 
wu  favyedby him; and therefore to think or _ | 
to go to Heaven by the Faith of —_—_ 
Minifters, and Parents, without. a Faith o | 
own, is to deceive ourſelves, and to Sie 5 
the Lie in his Holy Word. | 


\Þiery one muſt bulieve for himſalr, as be l ” 
to be accountable at laſt for his own. Belief or 
 Unbelief, for another is not required in order 
to my Pardon, and the Enjoyment of eternal”: 
Life to believe for me, bat I am required t 
believe in Chriſt ſor myſelf, that 1 may be 
fayed by him. It is true that St. Pau told the 
Jaflor, Ac ers xvi. 31. Who etiquited, What 
ſoould do to be ſaved, that if he belirved os | 
the Lord Jeſus, he ſhould be ſaved, and his 
- whole Houſe, but not for his Faith alone, but 
there was Salvation for him and them if they 
did belicyc in Chriſt too, as we read, Verſes, 42, 
34, they did, after the Word of the Lord was 
preached unto them. | 


If the Faith of another could me to 
Heaven, I ſhould get thither very Oy, but 
'tis he 2 the Goſpel ſays) That 2 ſball be 
ſaved, and Chrift the Author of it, has aſſured 


us, that * a Man, that is every * 
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ſave the Soul. 7 
as have goldly Parents, muſt not think for their 


daily goin 
Heaven for them, and Yew | haye * 


Dr ̃²˙ r———— . 7—i—ꝗuMuuæ. 5 V 


© wy be el. 24 
tn 5 0 r fete hg: 


OHN It. 3, 


Now. Faith f is a part Tab new Birth, and 

fince without Regeneration, there can be. no 
Salvation, it ſhews the great Neceſſity of eycry 
one's having Faith, that would be ſaved at laſt. 


External Privileges, without this will not do, nor 


being born of godly Parents. Where, the Word 


is, it muſt be received with Faith and Meekneſa, 


for ſo it becomes an ingrafted Ward, able to 
AMES 1- 21. And ſuch Perſons 


Sakes they {hall go to Heaven; this is indeed 


an Advantage to be Een 24 and improved by 


up to 


— 
tunity and Advantage of a religious Ed 
tion, and a good Example is ſet before — 
but ſtil they muſt — ſor themſelves, 
and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
or they ſhall be caſt into the Fire © of Hell at 


laſt, 


This CURE, Yom the Rank gb, $ 
Præcurſor, preached: to the eus, Mar 1. iii. 
9, 10. 7 hin & not to ſay within pour ſelues, _ 


have Abraham for our Father, for the Ax is 
B 3 laid 


them, there are many 
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tid ” the Root of the Tree, and every Tree, 
that is, every Perſon, that bringeth not forth 


ood Fruit, ſball be hewn down — caſt into the 
jre. There all Perſons (ve ſee) muſt theme 


favs bring forth Fruit, or they muſt ex 
to be hewn down: and caſti nto the Fire. Abra. 
ham was a holy Man and a ſtrong TS. 


yet his Faith and Holineſs could not lave them, 


5 975 boafted he Was their Faths . 


- As it is the Soul now that Sins ſhall l dee 8 
it is the Soul that believes in Chriſt ſhall be 
| faved, let us read and remember what is faid 


Jon | itn. 36. He that believeth on the Son 
od hath 5 fting Life, but he that belicyet 


not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath "Y 
God abideth on him. This is the Declara- 


tion of the faithful and eternal God in his 


Holy Word, which is true, and ſhould as ſuck . 


be believed by us, that we may not * 


ourſe] yes. 4 


But Thirdy, All Perſons maſt 3 for 
themſelves, becauſe they that have the moſt 
Faith and Goodneſs, have none to ſpare for 


others, their greateſt Meaſures are but enough © 


for theimſelyes to anſwer the End thereof, and 


therefore every one muſt have Faith and 7 
T , 
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The wiſe Virgins did not ſpeak 


for belt Tur in fully. Te? by ihe . , 
by our Saviour concerning 
the wiſe yas fooliſh Virgins, 


Parable, pro 


Marr. xxv. I. 
to 10. The wiſe bad Oil in their Veſſels with 
Lamps, that is, they had Grace in their 
Hearts as well as an qutward Profeſſion, ſignified 
by Lamps, bu 7 and 


no Oil. — Bridegroom came, they too 


late ſaw: the Want thereof, and would have 
been lupplied by the wiſe, ver. 8. but they 


anſwer d, Not ſo, leaſt chere be not enough for us 


and you, implying that there was not, ver. 9. 


the failing of the Store they had as to them- 


ſelves, or as if they were uncertain of their own 
Salvation, but to let us know, that in the Day 


of Judgment, the Faith and Virtues of one, 
cannot help or relieve the Vices of another; and 


we are here taught what woful Shiſts Hypo- 


crites will be put to, and how vain their Hopes 
are, who were ſo fooliſh - as to expect Soul- 


Advantage hereafter by the gp0d Ie * 


others. 8 


Every Perſon: Gir) muſt be ſaved at laſt by 


his own Faith in Chriſt, and by his own Grace or | 
Goodneſs ; as +he juſt are required; in Has. ii 


4. To live by their own Faith, and not another's; ; 
| an 
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and we are told, Rom: xiv. 8 2. 4 That oo 
Aas muſt have Faith in Himſe 4 3 
O by true Faith in Gt, 1. — — expil 
Salyation hereafter, St. Paul tells 4 3 
vi. 4. That every Nan maſt: 


Mori, and he that does thus 


an's Hork there, we may u 


be right or not; or every 
Manners, which he ſhould: alſo 


prove and 


examine by the Word of God, whether 
they be wanne to His Witt —_ 


This the A7 file Pan, t ae urges upon 
every Man as his great Duty and Buſineſs, 
Lend have all Perſons keep: a particular Eye 

upon themſelves, and ſee that Matters are night 

between God and their Souls. And this he 
preſſes by two great Arguments, hes 18 
4 5. 


Firſt, In ver. 4. he urges it N 
foward Satisfaction and Joy, that will -ariſe 
and flow to' a Man from a right Knowledge 
of the Goodneſs ot his State towards hav” 


aright, hall —4 
rejqycing in himſelf, and — in another.” By 
every | 
either his State or Condition towards God, which 
every Man ſhould prove and try whether i 


Mas Achim or 


he 
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State and Actions are 
us inward Peace and | 
and ſhall only have Sativfadtion, 
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xiv. 14. That, 4 Back; | 
2 _ 45 pn 2 7 5 a good Man 

ati rom : that is, he 
ſhall A and Joy from — Know- 
ledge he has of the Goodneſs of his ' own 
State and Work, while wicked Men and 
Hypocrites are filled with Terror and Hor- 
ror, finding their Hopes vain; the Righteous 
ſhall rejoyce and be glad, and be greatly 


 fatisfied from the Holy Spirit, witneffing wit 


their Spirit, that they hs the Children of 
God. ut | * 


„ All ſaving Fatib in ct 
1 4 | 
= — The Apoſile-, urges; this pete ii 
. n Man's trying fis o] Wort, x 
. the Conſitleration that every Man mul 0 
. V% an Account of himſelf to God, ver. 1. 3 
1 vr every Man ſball -bear , his own Burden, h 
4 the Meaning is, that God . will judge every p 
[| Man at the. laft Day, not according to what | 
S , . [others have done, but according to what! he | 
— 14 hhimſelf hath done; every Man then muſt b 
1 anſwer for himſelf, and . therefore, every Man | d 
muſt prove his own- Work, and ſee that he n 
has a Faith of his own in. Chriſt, which, the ni 
Goſpel requires. There will be no 1 
| 0 Sirs) before Chtiſt at that Day, with Joy ' | n 
and Comfort, but by being found in Him bi 
and how can we Ry 1 "a h: 
are deſtitute of that Faith, ter the le 
Operation of the. Holy Spirit; F any M 8 H 
— not the Spirit of Chriſt, we read, Row | w 
viii. 9. be is none of hit; he is indeed h to 
Creature, and ſhall. .be judged. by him, 2 H 
as yet; he is no real Member of him, of 
ther can he be by the Faith of — th 
it is not another's Faith, but a Man's on an 


mat makes him Chriſt $8, and Chriſt his. T - m 
proves (I think) beyond Diſpute, - the Ne- he 


ceſſity of having Faith in our own ſelves, m 
in order to Salvation. It is Wee in 
ite 


_—_ SIRENS if 


its own” Nature, 
all that he has and docs, 3 
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mit be pern. 2 
that one Perſon, Who o-wes 


% 
* 


God, ſhould have any thing to -ſpare by 


which he may Merit for another; ſo (as it 


hath been ſaid) every one muſt have, a 
eee ca A YE: 07; 


Obj. If any ſhould fay, if. this Dodtrine 
be true, What ſhall become of - Infants that 
die in their Infancy, -I anſwer, The Goſpel 
neither in its Precepts, Promiſes, or Threat- 


nings, has my thing to do with them 2 


ſuch, it does not require them to 
nor threaten them with Damnation for not 
believing, it is only the Adult the Goſpel 


has to do with, and therefore, we are to 


leave them with God to prepare them for 
Heaven, who only can do it, and in a Way 
15 know nothing of, Tecret Things belong 

to God, DRUr. xxix. 29. And becauſe: the 
Holy Scripture is ſilent about the Manner 
of their Salvation, and has to do only with 
the Adult, we muſt be ſilent too as to them, 
and not be wiſe above what is written, but 
mind what is our Duty, and ſee that we 
have Faith in Chriſt for ourſelyes, that we 
may not miſs of Salvation at laſt. 2 


Ki 


ſior healing, ſo S nom oy 
in Him, Ker be e by 
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I dal now; is the loft Place, make fs 
Remarks upon what has been dd. 


And Fi, be de ste Ny of 


a particular Faith in Chriſt for caring, 


| nl that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt muſt be 
believed in by all who live under the 


this End, he is revealed and e 
that as the Mraelitet, ſtung . 


were to look to 


Him; this Doctrine our Saviour preached to 
 Nicodemus, as we read in JohN iii. 44% 
And this is the great Command 
that -we believe on his Son, whom. he hath 
nt, 1 Epiſtle of Joux iii. 23. Without this 
Faith in Clriſt, which purifies the Heart, 


iv. 2. Tho“ 
the Goſpel, 
that dircs, it will be of no real Ad war- 
to us, for it is he that believes in 


tage 
Chriſt, (we read in Joax iii. 16.) "ON * 
| fixed. G 2" 8-- 


But 


Goſpel; if they would be faved by 1 2 | 
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and makes' tim. precious to the. Soul, all the 
Means of Salvation will not profit us, Hep. 
Chrijt be revealed to us in 
yet if he is not believed in 
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But * We may. wy here that ye 
cannot, without Danger to ourſel ves; 
depend upon the doodneß, Faith and Prayers 
of others for Salvation, andi therefore; we 
ſhould fee that we have à true aud Hrely 
Faith of out own. To reſt in the Faith of 
Teachers, and in ſundry Things, to believe 
as the Church believes, tho” a Man knows not 
what 'ſhe believes, is, (ſaid a great Man) the 


Doctrine of the Church of, Nome, whichteis 


dangerous, and thereſore 
"Wow 


very erroneous and 


ſhould be guarded againſt, and 
2 DP —_— to n 


The -ſooliſh: Virgins ( whole = mention ä 
__ when they ſaw their Miſtake, in not 
having Oil of their own; ſuppoſe 
have furniſhed themſelves wich ſufficient Oib 
of the wiſe Virgins, but they were therein 
deceived, and fo will all Perſocs who expect 
to get ts Heaven by the Faith and Virtues | 
of others, without a true arid liyely Faith of 
their own ; *tis not, Sirs, the Faith, Sel 
denial, nor the Sufferings of others, that 
can bring us to Heaven: Hence we read, 
Marr. xvi. 24. That ſuch Perſons who 


* be the Di ſciples of Chriſt, and con- 
ſequently 
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d they might 
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— a true Paith 3 of, our — 4 it, 
ſuch a Faith as works by Love, makes Chrift' ey 
recious'” to the Soul, and will iſſue in the ful 
ane thereof. Since all that would be 

ſaved muſt believe in Chriſt for themſelves, 
how careful, (Sirs) and deſirous ſhould we all 
be, that we: are of that. happy and honor. 
able Number of Believers, who are to live. 
and reign with Chriſt for ever. We are 1 
of them (ſaid the Author to the Hebrews ) 
who draw back unto Perdition, but of them 


. who believe to the ſaving of the Su: Let 


us. then ſee (1 ſay) we are of this Number, 
that we may' not cheat ourſclves of Salvation 


at laſt. The N N the Goſpel. is, 


Believe on rg 2 Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Promiſe of it bn ol be ſavea, Acts 
xvi. 31. Both bene muſt be obſerved 
by us, for without he one, we cannot, nor 
ſhall, enjoy the other: It is Faith in 
Chriſt that brings down the preſent. Sweet- 
neſs and Comfort of all Goip 1. Promiſes, and 
puts us into an actual Poſſeſſion of chem. So 

ny 


9 v 
a 


by him at laſt, (O Sirs) let us all ſee to 


ful and, conſtant, Obedience; and 


Which Happineſs God of his infinite 
Mercy grant to us all, for Jeſus C briſt tis 


mul ie penn. 31 
long as Perſons are under the Power h Un- 
belief, and live in Sin, they can lay "tio. 


Claim to Chriſt as thein, nor have they any . 
Ground to hope or expect Salvation 


it, that we are true Believers in Chriſt, and 
evidence our Faith in him, by a y, 

pect End, — ity 
may ex to receive the or Ten 
— Scope, of our Faith, even the — I 
of our als, as it is expreſs'd, 1 PET. i. 9. 


Sake. Amen. 
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